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AMERICAN INTELLIGENCE. 

ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 

Va^TmD - l he i »- /,l,ence °f Chloroform. By W. W 

curesfor tholnt Sf„ l‘ h n e °f th < M*cai Sei- 

geon can now command lhe paiiem’s feelinra and rp^det l- Y ’ the . su , r ' 
unconscious of sufTerimr as . 1 . 0 ^^"^ 

11 ai°r n A°c7 l imP rTr in ° f iedldne and suge£ and 

naLt^f^t 6 nt;£ S'“"ITKT "j? «*• 

painful, and had become deeply ulceted along h Zr mZnTT'l 
nsrng over the nail, and covering one-third of ff ite surface h! had .rid 

,h,only 5^,'^ r rAKt. - 5ml» 

of'a'p^h-c" 80 ^h^ 0,1 (rd. 0 ^ f^acXn^^/Ae^cA/oro/^rm^poruhe^^omaive side 

our Kn! In *"? had , V’ eld ° m his moulh and nose by 

durino V deh >• M \ sec ? mh com P le,e insensibility was produced 7 
during u Inch time we placed our patient’s foot between our knees and 
ook up a small steel spatula belonging t0 our pocket case .h 

■*'”l“»'l 0. *» Jh . pencil ivos ,. ,? = ! 

»affAs-ssf*s 

eft to recover himself, which he did in ten minutes. He asked how lon^ 

stead nf b - asIue P’ a r d Eaid u seemed to him that hoars had passed in¬ 
stead of minutes. His unconsciousness was as complete as though he 
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were dead. Not a drachm of blood was lost, nor any pain felt after the 

Mr el C harinl fi i 1, h h |’ d H ,. The ,"' ou " d was d ^sed with lint and laudanum. 
Air. C. having inhaled the chloroform shortly after dinner, the only un- 

s P ensmio„ e of langu^' "' ere SiCk " eSS ° f St ° mach * V ° milin S twice - aad “ 
To us the gratification afforded was not less than that of our patient and 
we rejmce that an agent is within our reach, so well adapted to accompfish 
such wonderful results That chloroform will be safe in proper hands we 
have no reason to doubt, yet we fear that its use will benbused and bad 
consequences be sure to follow. As an anaisthetic agent, we regard it as 

sic; bu ' Bui * “P'"'*- ■ 

»• 

Flushing, L. /., Feb. 2(5 Ih, 1848. 

foeoren, 0V VKv 0 r ^ A ^ r P hia Labour—Unconscious Delivery— 

JS.&SS.V' « f CC.»mu.iid 

■4s Fees?, •%ssi£.~ izrss istv/ 

evening of the 20th of December, called to Mrs. 11., of New Hope aged 

nrp<mon^ " m “ s . uffer ' n g from premature labour pains. She had been 
pregnant eight months. 1 found her pains had been brouo-ht on bv a dis- 
turbance in the bowels, and proceeded to stop them by the use of morphia. 
Venn r 1 one ' h ? lf g rain °f morphia, to which I added five^ea- 

cham! U ir °h Wate j f rc 0n f ! n the r resence of her mother, who was taking 
charge of her, and directed her to give one teaspoonful every twenty mf- 

i^ twn n di h 6 P T abSted - In mislake 1laft a bottle of morphia contaTn- 
n two drachms all to one grain, on the table, and when the time for second 

d nonnp l ! ne f r0Und ’k 1 - nStead °r‘ ?‘ ving the solulion 1 had left, she took a tea¬ 
spoonful of morphia out of the bottle, put a small quantity of water to it 

and proceeded to give the solution until it was all taken, three hours in the’ 
admimstrauon of it I afterwards weighed the remainder and found she 
had taken just 1 grams in the three hours. Her strange conduct 
a r d l .^ m ’ aad 1 w ?s sent for; being from home, I did no[ reach the 
had he f f ° Ur h ° U | rS aflur she had laken tlle lilst dose - 1 found her, as she 
had had sI° m r e SO hTr5 OUrS ’ r a f y ’ W ‘ lh ,‘ hree ° r f ° Ur holdin g her in bed; she 
this crazy condition ZCn S C0UVuls,ons ' and du ™S the interval was in 

Her face and lips livid; skin warm and moist; the pulse middling full 
ot sufficiently so to bleed I thought, and (accordingly abstracted no blood) 
itching and pricking of the skin intolerable; great contraction of the pupils 
almost perfect blindness ; little or no consciousness; constantly rubbfngthe 

Z r\Z\ and h In L lh ', S co ” dilion sh e continued for five hours and a 

alf after she had taken the last dose of morphia, and before there was the 
least tendency to sleep; it now came on and was profound. If left to herself 
she quickly fell into a slate of profound stupor, and lost all con donsnes 
not breathing more than once in forty-six seconds. Upon examination ! 
found labour was slowly going on; she evinced a slight restlessness about 
once in twenty minutes; no complaint of pain. The time teTng so long 
since she had the poison administered, I hoped but for little benefit from 
evacuating the stomach. Having no stomach-pump at hand, I adminis- 
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produced .^TwL°ty ra?nul^he n d d o t s Wenly gra ' nS °[ ipecac - ; no eflbct bp '"g 
at intervals of twenty ^nut’es^ J?ethreVTf^ ) ^ "? e ®*- J ‘ b ™ 
mustard, but no emetic effect wf! nrn i j° r ^, ur J ar o e doses of ground 
throw up one Article of Z ZZ P. roducod ’ a " d she did not at any time 

what strange, no diarrhata followed" 1 iVd - ' 1 e,S j and wbat is some ‘ 
a bladder of the same ,oX S S "° W L dashed in her &», 

up and down in bed - strong Lr'ict? ^ ept j° the ejtlremlties ! lifled 

would swallow, gave^s^ron^oree and vin "° se; "’ he " sba 

up for twenty-four hours without n mnm ^ r ** ^ ,s t !’ ealment was kept 
now became more natural and she 60 , s 1 " terru P t 'on; the breathing 
and occasionally roused After four hm£t™| l,ted 'k 8 eep for a short time, 
her mind was partiallv restored she w ' She . WaS able t0 See - and 
Pened. The child had been born dntinn-thi "r ° US 10 know what had hap- 
That was also under the influence nf the^ 18 ‘! me ’ wl i bom her knowledge, 
ing but about once in fifty seconds and ™ 0rpbl . a ’ Perfectly limber; breath- 
it gradually recovered wiihout anv aidtnnH r^ f” T hours ’ when 
also continued to do v colll ' n' e perfeCll - v welb The mother 
three days was as w<dl 1, it „ I r S ° f l,Ule but 6 eneral debility, and in 

New y Ho™JL nil lets M parlurilion 5 since i uit « 

Af.D?o?tarS Pa n/r ° m ° ^ W. Fo CLKE , 

s ™‘ppm » 

shoulder, and of stiffness of the flhn«r * • somel *! n ® s extending into his 

and at times to extend into the shoulder It w ’ wh ?, re u . was most severe, 
of the median nerve. Be“ng conston, and I alon ? ‘he track 

tend the forearm, accompaniedbythesenLionTa, Z l ° CX ‘ 

extension, it caused no little uneasiness He ha^mnd prevcnl,n & 

various kinds without anv anmrent hL fi, made use of hnunent of 
seemed to be geltinewonse lhnd,.„ whatever; on the contrary, 
examination from the region of the axilhTro the^’t made a cartful 
morbid change of any kind could be^detected ZTn’d D ° ° r 

tned, when 1 found, near the middle n r it, -jjic ^ Was tben ex “m- 
digital branch of the med an n rvi U L„ the sid 6 ° Ver ,he 

hard, deep-seated wart rverrucaT l f°" d .1 " ext l . he L ndex finger, a 

not to iniure the nervp Th#* ~ ooc . of : / . ect,n ff *t out, taking care 

simply some soreness, which was gone i f mmediate * lea ™g 

the end of a week complete ertenJLi „r,L r Cnd four da y s »* and at 

f.- -*«« ” b - 
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Amputation during spreading Gangrene. [Extract of a letter to the 
Editor from U. S. Thomas, M. D., of Longview, Tenn.] 

In reading the review of the work of Chelius, in the January Num¬ 
ber of the Journal, I discover that I can furnish a fact bearing on a dispute 
between that author and his translator, Mr. South, which is at your ser- 
vice. Some years back, a Mr. Garner, while driving a wagon, was thrown 
from his horse and dragged some distance, producing a compound disloca¬ 
tion of his ankle, and a slight fracture of the end of the tibia. The parts 
were adjusted, but mortification took place. When it had reached the 
knee, and was still progressing, Drs. Cooper and McDaniel, of Clarks¬ 
ville, were called in consultation. The whole of the thigh was emphy¬ 
sematous, and supposing that it indicated commencing gangrene, we were 
much embarrassed in coming to any decision. We supposed that the 
mortification would be fatal if not arrested, and doubted the propriety of 
cutting through a part with incipient gangrene. We finally concluded 
that the circumstances justified amputation. The limb was removed above 
the knee, and the man recovered without a bad symptom. 


Congenital Enlargement of the Kidney. [Extract of a letter from 
Dr - G - n FlSHER of Mechlinburgh, N. Y., to Dr. Charles Woodward.] 
Mrs. B——, after a somewhat tedious labour, gave birth to a living male 
child, at the full period of gestation; weighing seven and a half pounds. 
It presented nothing externally, calculated to attract attention, save an unu- 
sual enlargement of the abdomen. It lived but a few minutes after its 
extrusion from the uterus. On post-mortem examination, the renal organs 
were found of the usual form and colour, but measuring four and a half 
inches m length, and two in breadth. The weight of the right was five 
ounces, that of the left five ounces, five drachms, and eleven grains. The 
testes were in the abdomen below the kidneys. The bladder contained 
one and a half ounces of fluid. 


DOMESTIC SUMMARY. 

Report of the principal facts connected with a fatal case of Chloroform Inhalation , which 
occnncdm Cincinnati.— The subject of the lollowing report, Mrs. Martha G. Sim¬ 
mons, was at the tune of her decease, thirty-five years and ten months old. Her 
husband states that she generally enjoyed excellent heallh; sometimes she was 

nervous, and suffered occasionally with neuralgic pains about the face and 
pam m the ear, apparently arising from decayed teeth. She also suffered at times 
from ‘ smk headache.” She was the mother of six children, five of whom are 
stm living, her last accouchement occurred eight weeks previous to her death. 
Nothing unusual occurred, enher at the time of parturition or subsequently her 
heallh remained good, and the ordinary quantity of milk was secreted. 7 

„ ii"i? I ®, bruar V' she d '»?d a* a quarter past 12 o’clock, and after dinner 
walked to a dentist s, a distance of about three-fourths of a mile, for the purpose 
of having,some roots of teeth extracted. She arrived at the dentist’s 15 minutes 
before 3 o clock, appeared slightly flushed from the exercise of walking, but exhi¬ 
bited no alarm on account of inhaling the chloroform. 

r ™ 3 M Cl °?, k ’ 15 min “ le8 afler her arrival, Mrs. S. commenced inhaling chloro- 
•kr ii”- ear ' on and Mrs. Cross,two female friends, were present, and report 
he fol lowmg as tbe events which occurred: The respiratory movements appeared 
to be free-chest heavmg. While inhaling, the face became pale. At the expiration 
of about one minute, he instruments were applied, and four roots of teeih extracted. 
The patient groaned, and manifested what they regarded as evidences of pain, 



